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Week 3 Discussion 1.
Part 1.
My poem of focus is the "Wild Geese" by Mary Oliver and the main theme presented is that of the human spirit combined with community work and the need to grow. I understood that this is the core theme as the poet who is also the narrator encourages the audience to blend the past with the future in an attempt to achieve their full potential. Aspects of freedom, resilience as well as determination are also encouraged to achieve the full potential of human beings. The poem relies on repetition as well as metaphors in delivering its message. Repetition is evident in lines 1 and two where the poet states "you do not have …" and the phrase "wild geese" which is also used as the title presents the main metaphor (Oliver, 2004).
 These poetic devices enable us to understand the theme of human spirit and nature. From the repetition, the poet achieves an aspect of emphasis and informs the audience that they should not always be good or on their knees to prosper as nature has a way of balancing diverse aspects. The metaphor of the "wild geese" presents us to the argument that even if a person is lost, or lonely, he or she should look at the larger picture and the bright side of life with determination and hope that the desired goals and objectives will be achieved (Oliver, 2004).
Part 2.
How did your hearing the poem recited aloud compare to your silent reading of it?
When listening to the recited poem, I was able to pay attention to all the words and especially at the end of each line to understand the overall rhyme pattern. When reading silently, there was no emphasis on words and aspects such as tonal variation were missing. Besides the fact that the poem has no many rhyming words, reading it aloud proved to be more effective than reading it silently. I was also able to follow up on pace as well as pitch aspects of the poem which were more apparent when listening to the recited poem than in silent reading.
Do you think reading poetry aloud is a worthwhile endeavor when analyzing it? Why, or why not?
It is my conviction that reading a poem aloud is very core in poetry analysis. This is because reading poems aloud makes the sound patterns very vivid and apparent as compared to reading them silently. Besides, reading aloud facilitates aspects such as capturing the tone, mood, pitch, alliteration, assonance, repetition and consonance of words and patterns and this enables the reader to make a rational and critical analysis.
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